
COMMENCEMENT



Pepperdine is a Christian university  
committed to the highest standards  

of academic excellence and  
Christian values, where students  

are strengthened for lives of  
purpose, service, and leadership.



Saturday, May Twenty-Second, Two Thousand Twenty-One

Graduate School of Education and Psychology
Psychology Division

C O M M E N C E M E N T



Presiding  RICK R. MARRS 
Provost

Divisional Message  ROBERT A. deMAYO 
Associate Dean and Professor of Psychology

Dean’s Message HELEN EASTERLING WILLIAMS 
and Dean and Professor of Education 
Presentation of Candidates

Doctor of Psychology
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology, 
 Emphasis in Marriage and Family Therapy
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology, 
 Emphasis in Marriage and Family Therapy - Malibu Campus
Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology, 
 Emphasis in Marriage and Family Therapy with Latinas/os
Master of Arts in Psychology
Master of Science in Behavioral Psychology

President’s Message JAMES A. GASH 
and President 
Conferring of Degrees Class of 1993, Caruso School of Law

Chancellor’s Message  SARA YOUNG JACKSON 
Chancellor 
Class of 1974, Seaver College

Benediction HELEN EASTERLING WILLIAMS
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CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES AWARDED BY
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF

EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY

Doctor of Psychology

Marlene Cabrera
Lina Alicia Chmiel
Lauren E. Cook
Eva Mae Joella Dittrich
Xacasia Ann Evans
Helene Farr
Jamie Gamboa
Angela K. Garland
Rebecca Lynn Greco
Anastasia Elaina Harrell
Robert Jakucs
Sarah Fereshteh Jarvandi
Micharra Joshua
Aimen M. Khouraki

Joy Yen-Chin Lin
Sonia Mezquita
Lily Amanda Mkhitarian
Arielle Marisa Payes
Kathryn H. Riel
Lily Danielle Rowland
Samantha Savite
Wilhelmina Emma Stamps
Bryant Joseph Steury
Diana Velez
Paige Nicole Voehringer
Christina Wade
Tracey Collins Wheeler
Jessica Jenine Williamson

Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology with an Emphasis in 
Marriage and Family Therapy

Noor Abdelaaty
Esther Julia Aftalion
Ruangrin Aksharanugraha
Kholuood Alfarsani
Angelina Aliav
Turky Almalki
Maram Abdulrahman N. Altuhnun
Emily Andersen
Kylee Jean Anderson
Ana Arellano
Jaclyn Nicole Arlo
Telma Ileana Armendariz

Mariya Artis
Taylor Artley
Ani Arzumanyan
Irmak Atesoglu
Robert Allen Atkinson
Kristy Atufunwa
Taylor Alexandra Baker
Michelle Ariel Bakhshi
Jenna Barnes
Elise Baumann
Emily Jeannette Behrs
Michal Y. Bick



4

Blair Elizabeth Bishop
Prabhjot Singh Bisla
Ciara Chanel Blackwell
Emily Brangwin
Keren Judit Cabrera
Gamze Caltekin
Alexandra Danielle Camitses
Angela Irene Carlos
Zachary T. Catania
Karnie S. Celik
Laurel Chace
Margaret Chen
Brian A. Columna
Kelly Elizabeth Cooper
Brent Corvalan
Kelly Daly
Danny John Darwish
Talin Deryaghoobian
Lindsay Entwistle
Jasmine Estrada
Carrie Ann Fabbrocino
Stephanie Anne Farugia
Kathleen Flaherty
Crystal Catherine Galbraith
Amber Garcia
Sepideh Garmroudi
Heba Kamal Ghoneim
Anahis Christine Giragosian
Yasmine Gohar
Alexander Ariel Gorbis
Alexandra Erin Gross
George Franklin Haley
Jazzlyn Marisela Hammett
Katrina Hanna
Vanessa Marguerite Haygood
Roz Hedayatian
Ariana E. Hernandez
Crystal Anabel Hernandez
Kristen Hubbs
Taylr Lorren Hunter
Laci Mae James

Karolina Jane Jaremkiewicz
Cindy Jimenez-Lezama
Chyna Toi Johnson
Evan William Jones
Mary Castillo Jordan
Arsine Kalaydjian
Yas Kamali
Minqian Michelle Kang
Keren Khait
Juho Kim
Kathy Ah Kim
Jessica Knott
Samantha Lauro
Sierra Mikhaela Leblanc
Hiu Tung Lee
Paola Marlene Leon
Nadia Levinsohn
Lisa Liang
Nicole Katelyn MacIntyre
Jenny Magana
Marlee Alejandra Maghlorio
Nikita Diip Mahbubani
Ruth Maouda
Olinka Markaradi
Lasslie Martinez
Ruby Martinez-Ochoa
Taryn McDonald
Morgan Amanda Mendez
Vanessa Mendez
Katherine Grace Merritt
Maritza Meza
Shanika Dashanda Montoya
Brittany Marie Morrison
Sabrina Nazish Naqvi
Maryann Okoronkwo
Hailey Kathryn Rose Oswald
Krista Parker
Stephanie Parker
Taylor Elizabeth Parra
Lindsey Ann Peters
Laura Picard
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Gregory Scott Piken
Christine Popaj
Spencer Douglas Posey
Gabriela Elizabeth Pulido
Andrea Reese
Lisseth K. Reyes
Priscilla Rioja
Adrian Jean Risher
Lindsey Jean Ritter-Ingorvaia
Patricia Rivera Robles
Anne Roberts
Jennifer Lin Roebuck
Maria Rubio
Boston Oliver Grant Russell
Malik Sampson
Mayra Elizabeth Santos
Laura Chiara Schierholz
David Joshua Serbin
Ricardo Jalon Sherman
Emma Sarah Hamzeh Simhai
Heather Simpson
Astghik Sinanyan
Ebone Corlecia Smith
Kimberly Rose Smith
Nathalie Neima Solomon

Mariyam Soorma
Erin Jennifer Steele
Hillary Stacy Stevens
Leah Charlotte Stryer
Jill Sumiyasu
Tiona Imari Sykes
Sonja Taghavi
Ladan Tahvildaran
Jeneba Tarmoh
Agavni Terzyan
Ana Torres
Danielle Marie Torres
Nhu Y. Truong
Cyrene Zaccariah Underhill
Erica Leanna Valdivia
Maria Velazquez
Andrew Villamil
Ting-Yi Wang
Hannah Lynn Warner
Louise Livingston White
Erin Wigger
Erin Simoné Wilkerson
Christine Wong
Nicole Yeroushalmi
Ana Zalles

Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology with an Emphasis in 
Marriage and Family Therapy - Malibu Campus

Alexandria Agostinelli
Emilyn Poonam Ahmed
Gaia Elizabeth Altshuler
Bijana Robin Bailleres
Brooke Taylor Belong
Ciara Bogdanovic
Rebecca Maeann Bridgewater
Theresa Lynn Brown
Rebecca Lynn Collier
Blaze Anthony Cosko
Lauren Elizabeth Cromer
Alison Laila de Caussin

Sean Thomas Dwyer
Madison Beth Edwards
Margaret Hartmann
Salonia Husson
Brooke Ashton Jacks
Jessica Leader
Sara Brooke Lichstein
Lauren Miller
Kshiti Mahesh Mudnur
Nia Nimmers
Sophia Claudette Pages
Taylor Pyle
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Ashley Rehder
Danitza Reveles
Brooke Rubin
Marlin Elijah Sandlin
Jumana Twal
Madeleine Rose Walker

Jackson Wall
Ashley Marilyn Whitaker
Neila Wolff
Robin Stacy Wolvek
Jessica Lynn York
Julia Rose Zukin

Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology with an Emphasis in 
Marriage and Family Therapy with Latinas/os

Fabiola Arroyo
Jasmin Del Rosario Bravo-Rangel
Giovanna Brito
Taylor Rose Chowning
Miriam Carolina Enriquez
Delia Odhaly Gonzalez

Nicole Yamira Herrarte
Stephanie A. Lerma
Arturo Mendiola
Ruby Esther Negrete
Yesenia Rosado
Grecia Mckenzie Vazquez

Master of Arts in Psychology

Onyemauche Maduka Agbodike
Salem Abdulrahman I. Alnajdi
Abdulaziz Alwehaib
Joe Armstrong
Ana Flora Arounian
Ane Avetisyan
Nicollette Paulina Balassanian
Nicole Baran
Katherine Christine Barnell
Ayabami Mariama Bass
Kristen Childress Bell
Imelda Elizabeth Benitez
Perla Maria Benitez
Navjot Kaur Bhatti
Cherae Mychel Branner
Courtney Briggs
Isabella Cabrera
Anna Caravaggio
Finnuella Jayne Carey
Rosa E. Castellanos Cruz
Robert Anthony Celis
Hyang Chai

Shin-Pei Cristine Chen
Yiwen Chen
Michael Poting Cho
Anaya Cobb
Mayrah Coca
Kate Cohen
Arron Renee Constante
Vanessa Jeanne de Barros
Matthew Jon Deegan
William Del Santo
Silvio Dominic Dell’Aringa
Monique Leanne Devous
Cristina Diaz
Daniel Dickie
Adam C. Diskin
Jessica Leigh Driscoll
Caroline Marie Edmonston
Amit Fadida
Kellen Latrell Farris
Cheryl Fisher
Kelly Fitzsimmons
Lydia Garcia



7

Stephanie Gatbonton
Tamara Genkina
Alexandra Lynn Giacoletti
Alexander William Gigler
Kerstin Graziadei Graham
Brian Andrew Griffith
Trinity Joan Gruenberg
Sam Han
Tevin Bernard Henley
Kelli Hernandez
Megan Hokama
Stephanie Hsiang
Claudia Yanet Isbell
Tiffany Jones
Kungeun Lee
Ran Li
Jingran Liang
Miaolong Liu
Mingchuan Liu
Siwei Liu
Cynthia Lorette
Xin Luo
Alyx Rain MacTernan
Christian Manrubia
Andrea Maurer
Jillian Lynn McCarthy
Tristan Cornelius Meier
Marina Arielle Mills
Rachella Murisa Moghadam
Joshua Franada Morales
Jackeline Morgan
Michelle Morgan
Jaquan Moye
Danielle Ilana Mund
Shiemier S. Munroe
Hannah Marie Neatherlin
Tara Nelson
Don Chen Ngerng
Joseph Allen Nicholas

Alejandro Ochoa
Ryan Anthony Olivares
Tianhao Pang
Erika Michelle Patterson
Adina Polack
Jessica Powers
Mark M. Rafla
Sanam Rahimizadeh
Rachael Anne Rekart
Denise Michelle Reyes
Victor Rivera
Rocio Rodriguez
Marina Rozey
Sarah Marie Saba
Courtney Nicole Alexandra 

Schlenker
Svetlana Shak
Yun Shao
Caleb James Sheldrup
Abraham Joseph Sloves
Leila Solouki
Blake Thomas-Alan Song
Marie-Laurence Stopford
Zoe Strenski
Yaxin Tan
Ahmed Battin Tar
Io Marie Tejada-Salgado
Asalosadat Torabi
Lara Vandercreek
Jessica Varela
Jasmine Verbera Lopez
Raven Cheyenne Wade
Carlene Wampfler
David Wang
Avonlea A. Ware
Babbs Weissman
Lindsay Woodall
Mayra Y. Zamudio Garcia
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Master of Science in Behavioral Psychology

Bryan Acuna
Jorge Aguilar
Sera Baghdasaryan
Kaitlin Baker
Sharon Bautista
William Bgdoian
Max Eric Blum
Celeste Box
Vivian Chang
Alina Ke’ala Ching
Lauren Mary Coll
Sydney Caitlin Coolbaugh
Stacey Veronica Coombes
Nicole Monique Cortez
Jenna Lynne Arellano Cruz
Jennifer Karina Cruz
Svetlana Danielyan
Shani Amanda Ekanayake
Raeyanne De Chavez Evangelio
Ariga Eyvazi
Carsten Fisher
Monica Flores
Asha Mohamud-Ismail Furness
Rosa Karmina Garcia
Negar Akram Ghorbanali
Brianna Monique Gonzalez
Marilyn Henriquez
Jazmin Nancy Hernandez

Nguyen Hoang
Alyssa Dawn Holtrust
Madeline Belle Ingram
Myriam Israily
Erika Michelle Lopes
Gladys Rachel Madrid
Michael Mansour
Lorraine Eva Marcos
Samuel Alexander Nassab
Mareta Nokhudyan
Laura O’Neill
Charisse Regina Perez Palaad
Mitalben Bharatkumar Patel
Magaly Perez
Heather Quinn
Raquel Rausch
Stephanie Michelle Repreza
Kristen Rodriguez
Aaron Isaac Rudy
Lilit Rebecca Safaryan
Angela Shamlian
Sonia R. Sheth
Katherine Deanna Suazo
Suparada Tawisook
Ankine Kristin Vasoyan
Tiffany Juanita Vien-Sanchez
Yaqi Zeng
Jiamei Zhang
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DOCTORAL CANDIDATES BY DISSERTATION CHAIR

Doctor of Psychology

Dr. Thema Bryant-Davis

ROBERT JAKUCS
Combat Trauma and Spirituality: Perspectives of Christian Chaplains Serving Combat Veterans

Dr. Carrie Castañeda-Sound

MARLENE CABRERA
Gendered Warrior: Centering Latinx Empowerment in Treatment

EVA MAE JOELLA DITTRICH
Homeless with Breast Cancer on Skid Row, Los Angeles: A Review of Services for Women

AIMEN M. KHOURAKI
The Effects of Childhood Sexual Abuse on the Self-Identified Gay Male

KATHRYN H. RIEL
A Culturally Sensitive Resource Manual for Treatment of Gang-

Affiliated, Mexican American, Adolescent Males

Dr. Louis Cozolino

BRYANT JOSEPH STEURY
Detecting Subtle Brain Injury in College Students

Dr. Robert deMayo

TRACEY COLLINS WHEELER
Advocacy Education for Psychology Graduate Students: A 

Curriculum for Professional Advocacy in Psychology

Dr. Kathleen Eldridge

WILHELMINA EMMA STAMPS
Treatment of Infidelity as a Clinical Issue in Couple Therapy: A Critical Review of the Literature

DIANA VELEZ
Relationship Education with College Students: Patterns of 

Participation, Recruitment, and Benefits Gained
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PAIGE NICOLE VOEHRINGER
Participation Rates and Outcomes Among University Students of Varying 

Risk Levels Attending Relationship Education Programs

Dr. Miguel Gallardo

SONIA MEZQUITA
Evaluating the Effectiveness of the Training and Supervision 

Provided to Spanish/English Bilingual Graduate Students

Dr. Shelly Harrell

LINA ALICIA CHMIEL
The Coach-Athlete Relationship and Well-Being of Individual Sport Female 

Elite Athletes: Development of a Psychoeducational Webinar

XACASIA ANN EVANS
Development of a Resilience-Oriented Couple Therapy Intervention

ANGELA K. GARLAND
Development and Preliminary Evaluation of a Resilience-Focused Psychoeducational 

Resource for Mothers in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

LILY DANIELLE ROWLAND
Development of a Resilience-Oriented Stress Management Group 

Intervention for Mothers Experiencing Homelessness

SAMANTHA SAVITE
The Neurobiology of Carl Rogers’ Person-Centered Approach: 

A Comprehensive Review and Theoretical Proposal

CHRISTINA WADE
Impact of Sickle Cell Disease on Executive Functioning in an Adult Population

Dr. Judy Ho Gavazza

REBECCA LYNN GRECO
Relationship Between Obsessive-Compulsive Symptomatology, Depression, and Sleep Quality

ANASTASIA ELAINA HARRELL
A Manualized Parent Psychoeducation and Nutrition Program 

and Impact on Parents’ Self-Efficacy: A Pilot Study

Dr. Carolyn Keatinge and Dr. Cary Mitchell

MICHARRA JOSHUA
The Relationship of Internship Setting to Internship Directors’ Perspectives 

on Cultural Competence in Psychological Assessment
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Dr. Cary Mitchell

LILY AMANDA MKHITARIAN
The Relationship of Legal History to Mood and Substance Abuse Symptoms 

Among Homeless Men and Women in a Residential Recovery Program

ARIELLE MARISA PAYES
The Relationship of Legal History to Mental Health Symptoms and Suicidality 

Among Homeless Men in a Residential Recovery Program

Dr. Edward Shafranske

JOY YEN-CHIN LIN
Facilitating Diversity Conversations in Clinical Supervision: An Exploratory Study

Dr. Natasha Thapar-Olmos

JESSICA JENINE WILLIAMSON
A Study Examining Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance Online Peer Support Groups

Dr. Amy Tuttle Guerrero

HELENE FARR
Mentoring in the Training Cycle of Clinical and Counseling Psychology 

Doctoral Students: A Critical Review of the Literature

Dr. Stephanie Woo

LAUREN E. COOK
A Socially Integrated Multi-Modal Mental Health Curriculum for College Students

SARAH FERESHTEH JARVANDI
The Creation of a Self-Care Manual for Resident Assistants

Dr. LaTonya Wood

JAMIE GAMBOA
Resource for a Brief Early Somatic Intervention to Reduce Symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress 

Disorder for Victims of Violent Crime in Acute Hospital Settings in Southeast Los Angeles
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HONORING OUR
GSEP WAVES OF CHANGE DONORS

The Pepperdine Fund congratulates all the graduates. We are proud 

of all you have accomplished during your time at the Graduate School 

of Education and Psychology—and all you will accomplish as you carry 

your newfound knowledge, insight, and inspiration into the world.

Graduating education and psychology students have been invited to join the 

GSEP Waves of Change campaign, pledging to support students who will soon 

follow in their footsteps. These graduates are stepping forward to change the 

culture of giving—proving that if everyone joins together to give, we will greatly 

expand the opportunities available to future education and psychology leaders.

A special thank you to the following graduates for donating to the GSEP 

Waves of Change campaign. Your gifts make a tremendous difference 

in the lives of future Waves. Thank you for creating a legacy and living 

out George Pepperdine’s motto: “Freely ye received, freely give.”

Welcome to the alumni donor family!

Raelyn Alvarez
Lucia Avila

LaDonna Yvette Boyd
Frederique Covington Corbett

Deanna Hilton Esterwold
Sara Forster

Andrew Gonzales
Jennifer Lynn Hamrock
Alfredo Jesus Hernande

Claudine Cameil Hudson
Carolyn Anne Stuart Kay
Megan Knudsen-Palmer
Caitlyn Renee Lozano

Arthur King Ma

Jenna Anne Murphy
Dalena Powell

MJ Saltz
Christina Sanchez
Joanna Sanchez
Sanjetta Shankar
Sonya Sharififard

Rosa Sicairos
Jai Oni Sly

Todd Christopher Stoner
Tom Boston Tran

Andre Karlo Vartan
Edward Woo

To make your gift in honor of graduation, please visit gsep.pepperdine.edu/GSEPLegacy.

http://gsep.pepperdine.edu/GSEPLegacy


SE
21

04
10

7

As a Christian university, Pepperdine affirms:

That God is

That God is revealed uniquely in Christ

That the educational process may not, with impunity, 
be divorced from the divine process

That the student, as a person of infinite dignity, 
is the heart of the educational enterprise

That the quality of student life 
is a valid concern of the University

That truth, having nothing to fear from investigation, 
should be pursued relentlessly 

in every discipline

That spiritual commitment, tolerating no excuse 
for mediocrity, demands the highest standards 

of academic excellence

That freedom, whether spiritual, intellectual,

or economic, is indivisible

That knowledge calls, ultimately, 
for a life of service
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