
"The beautiful spring came, and when Nature resumes her loveliness, the human soul

is apt to revive also." These words, spoken by the famous author Harriet Ann Jacobs,

remind us of the rejuvenating power of the spring season. As the world awakens from

winter's slumber, we are filled with new energy and inspiration.

In our TESOL program at Pepperdine University, we see this same spirit of renewal in

our students and faculty. Nearing the end of our second semester, students are

equipped with answers to the many “whats” and “whys” of language teaching and are

ready to take on the “hows” through clinical placements in their final summer

semester. Through our intentionally sequenced curriculum and hands-on teaching

experience, we strive to empower our graduates with the tools and knowledge to

make a positive impact in the world.

In this newsletter, we are excited to share some of the latest updates and highlights

from our program, including our recent trip to the TESOL International Convention

in Portland, Oregon, our Program Hike to the Hollywood Hills, and our vlog series

that provides a behind-the-scenes look at the life of graduate students in our

program. We also have sections that explore the intersection of technology and

language teaching as we move further into the 21st century. With the rise of artificial

intelligence and chatbots like ChatGPT, it is more important than ever for language

educators to be aware of how to leverage technology to enhance the language

pedagogy.

We hope that this newsletter will inspire and inform our readers as we continue to

explore the many ways that language can connect and transform us. Thank you for

joining us on this journey.

With gratitude,

Kevin Wong, Ph.D.

kevin.wong@pepperdine.edu

TESOL Chair
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LIFE AT PEPPERDINE 
ON & OFF CAMPUS LIFE

Sociolinguistics is a fascinating field



Classes can be joyful and fun!



Whiteboards capture TESOL students'
wisdom.




TESOL student giving a presentation
in class




Dr. Chen and students enjoying a potluck
together!






Smiles on all faces (Professor Kim with

Current TESOL students)



https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/weina-chen/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/amber-kim/


LIFE AT PEPPERDINE 
ON & OFF CAMPUS LIFE

TESOL students attend the international
student reception at Pepperdine

University President Gash's home.



TESOL students dressed in traditional
attire with President Gash




TESOL students dressed in traditional
attire with President Gash




Looking forward to next year's “Your Home,
My Home - International Student

Reception”



Hollywood Walking Tour in progress!





We reached the Hollywood sign! Celebrate

our victory!



We reached the Hollywood sign!
Celebrate our victory!

According to movies, this is where
dreams begin!






TESOL 2023 Convention &
English Language Expo

Attendees mingle in the lobby, waiting for
interesting sessions to begin




Interesting Topic: Promoting English learning through
Minecraft & Presenter talking about the use of the

International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) in English teaching





It's fun to collect tags!



Dr. Wong & Professor Lu with TESOL
students and alumni (aka Future

Practitioners and TESOL Scholars!)

https://cms-tesol.ae-admin.com/tesol-convention
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/


Students from the TESOL program pose for a
photo before Dr. Chen's presentation




Come along to the Oregon Convention Center: A
photoshoot in front of the unique bell.




Celebrating with a group from Pepperdine University
who attended the conference in person.

Dr. Wong and Prof. Lu doing a final rehearsal for their
presentation on blended learning.




TESOL

TESOL 2023 Convention &
English Language Expo

https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/weina-chen/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/
https://cms-tesol.ae-admin.com/tesol-convention


CONVERSATION WITH 
Current studen ts

A common question we are asked by
prospective students is whether you
need to have studied language teaching
to succeed in this TESOL program. Listen
in to what some current students think
about the answer to that question.

PI will always be grateful to our amazing professors for
guiding us in our professional careers as educators.
With their support and grace, our cohort has
transformed from eager students to professional
educators. This past year at Pepperdine has passed far
too quickly, but will always stand out as one of the best
years of my life. I cannot wait to see the waves of
change these Pepperdine Waves are about to make!

Alexis Hopwood
TESOL Graduate, Class of 2022 

TESOL
A Day at Pepperdine

Have you ever wondered what a typical day looks like for a TESOL student on
campus? Follow Feidana Yalikun’s (TESOL ‘22) VLOG as she explores the Calabasas
and Malibu campuses and brings you into Dr. Wong, Dr. Cotton, Professor Lu and

Professor Ortega’s classrooms this Spring semester.



For an in-depth discussion of the potential of ChatGPT on language teaching
and learning, take a look at the most recent CATESOL Newsletter!

OPINION PIECE
Have you heard about the new Artificial Intelligence tool, ChatGPT? Do you
wonder how it works? Or whether it is appropriate for the language teaching
classroom? We invited Julie Vad, TESOL Graduate of 2021, to weigh in on the
question, “Can Chatgpt help in language learning and teaching?”

https://www.catesol.org/docs/CATESOL_NEWSLETTER-Volume_56_Issue_1_FINAL2.pub.pdf


Promoting Interaction in Blended ESL
Environments: An Innovative
Pedagogy/Technology (OEIP). 
Presenters: Professor Yi Lucy Lu
(Ph.D. student, staff, adjunct faculty);
Dr. Jennifer Miyake-Trapp (Faculty);
Dr. Kevin Wong (Faculty)

Supporting Multi-level Instruction
through Gameful Learning and
Assessment. 
Presenter: Dr. Weina Chen (Faculty)

Increasing Student Engagement and
English Language Acquisition with Canva
Presenter: Feidana Yalikun (Ph.D.
student, MATESOL '22)

COMMUNITYShoutouts
We take great pride in our Pepperdine TESOL
community that is reaching greater heights and
making important contributions to the field of
language teaching. Let’s take a moment to celebrate
the Spring successes of our community members;
together, we are stronger! #GoWaves 

“An Examination of the
Landscape and
Vision/Mission Statements
of Chinese-English Dual
Language Bilingual Education
Programs in California.” 
Click here to read the latest
issue of Multilingual
Educator. Dr. Kevin Wong &
Feidana Yalikun’s article is
featured on p.57.

https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/jennifer-miyake-trapp/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/jennifer-miyake-trapp/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/weina-chen/
https://www.gocabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023onlineME.pdf


Humanizing language instruction through “playful” pedagogy
in a Newcomer virtual classroom. 
Presenters: Dr. Kevin Wong (Faculty); Helen Chan Hill (Ed.D.
candidate); Elizabeth Najera

Language negotiation during interactive read-aloud activities
in preschool Chinese immersion classrooms.
Presenters: Dr. Robin Harvey; Dr. Kevin Wong (Faculty)

Beyond monoracial paradigms: A critical mixed-race
perspective for East Asian language classrooms.
Presenters: Dr. Aurora Tsai; Samantha Harris; Dr. Kevin Wong
(Faculty)

Presentations at the Annual
California Association of

Bilingual Education (CABE)
Conference 2023:

Tome la iniciativa: Tome la iniciativa: Preparándose
para ser un padre/madre proactiv@ en el desarrollo
académico de sus hijos

Presenter: Dr. Garcia-Ramos

Building a Social Emotional Learning Community
for Language Learners.
Presenters: Dr. Weina Chen (Faculty); Erika L. Saito

Online World Language Teaching: Lessons from
Chinese Early Immersion Contexts. 
Presenters: Xintian Ji (Ph.D. student, MATESOL '18;
Professor Yi Lucy Lu (Ph.D. student, Pepperdine
staff, faculty); Feidana Yalikun (Ph.D. student,
MATESOL '22); Dr. Kevin Wong (Faculty)

American Association of
Colleges for Teacher
Education (AACTE)

Annual Meeting 2023



Developing Critical Partnerships: Teacher Educators and
Instructional Designers as Technology Collaborators
Presenters: Dr. Jennifer Miyake-Trapp (Faculty); Terrance Cao
(Pepperdine Ed.D. student, staff); Elias Saade (Pepperdine
Ed.D. student, staff); Linda Lee (Pepperdine Ed.D. student,
staff)

Presentations at the
American Association
for Applied Linguistics

(AAAL) Conference 2023

Humanizing pedagogy in the aftermath of COVID-19:
Reconsidering “Normal” in language teaching.
Presenters: Dr. Kevin Wong (Faculty)

Presentations at the
American Association
for Applied Linguistics

(AAAL) Conference 2023

https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/weina-chen/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/jennifer-miyake-trapp/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/terra
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/elias-saade/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/


Would you like to expand your teaching strategies? Take inspiration from 
Skye Weber, recent TESOL alumni from 2021 and current English teacher in South

Korea, who has some valuable tips to offer.



Skye Weber (MATESOL '21)
ESL Teacher | ESL Tutor - South Korea




TEACHING TIP



       In the July 2021 issue of ELT Journal, Dr. Ryuko Kubota (The University of British Columbia) published
an article entitled “Critical Antiracist Pedagogy in ELT.” By exploring the significance of incorporating anti-
racist principles into English language teaching (ELT), Kubota posits that traditional ELT materials and
practices tend to perpetuate systemic racism and promote a "native speaker" standard that ignores
linguistic diversity and reinforces colonial power dynamics. 
       Kubota introduces examples of anti-racist pedagogy, including the use of diverse texts and critical
language awareness, and highlights the importance of centering marginalized voices and experiences in
ELT. In addition, she emphasized the need for educators to critically examine their own biases and
positions to create inclusive and anti-racist learning environments.
       To read the full article that includes more details and tangible examples, click here.

HOT OFF
THE PRESS

ALUMNI PROFILE

https://academic.oup.com/eltj/article/75/3/237/6309401?searchresult=1
https://academic.oup.com/eltj/article/75/3/237/6309401?searchresult=1


Job Title Location Full/Part Time Application
Deadline Source

Per Diem ESL Substitute Los Angeles, CA

 Full-Time Until Filled USC

Residential ESL Summer
Camp Activity Manager

Northridge, CA

 Full-Time Until Filled Oxford International

North America

PT Faculty/ Adjunct
Instructor -English as a

Second Language
Los Angeles, CA Part-Time Until Filled Santa Monica College

Translator/Interpreter Los Angeles, CA 

 Full-Time

Full-Time/
Part-Time



Beverly Hills Fertility

Student Services Advisor Los Angeles, CA Full-Time Until Filled UCLA

Coordinator, International
Student Services

Los Angeles, CA

 Full-Time Until Filled California State

University, Los Angeles

商务英语专员



Beijing, China



Full-Time


 Until Filled 联验电子科技




海外市场研究员


 Wuhan, China Full-Time Until Filled 武汉精臣智慧标识

Speech-Language
Pathologist Peterborough, Canada Full-Time Until Filled Five Counties Children's

Centre

CURRENT JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
Below is a list of job opportunities curated for our TESOL alumni. This list is

representative of jobs that TESOL graduates can apply for and is not meant to be
exhaustive. For ongoing TESOL updates and job opportunities, please join our

Pepperdine TESOL LinkedIn Group.



https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=c96dc033af60b4a6&tk=1gsiiku1bi5ff800&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=4881d064599ea42f&tk=1ga2i2n2op33l801&from=mobhp_jobfeed
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=895fc7634dbc97e0&tk=1ga2i2n2op33l801&from=mobhp_jobfeed
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=Yotta-Games&t=Localization+Specialist&jk=c15947f28548042b&q=chinese&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=aef4e670751e1655&tk=1g26mu6m8qel3800&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=USHIN--TECH-INC&t=Administrative+Assistant+%E8%A1%8C%E6%94%BF%E5%8A%A9%E7%90%86&jk=40553d9469aee83c&q=chinese&vjs=3
https://plus-ed.applicantstack.com/x/detail/a20hmwd4gfgd
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/656791700?fbclid=IwAR0HjPMF1nESfe3E7vYmHfuDCxswudxM5CEUnto-vkvCQTIXcrZqlb8XBkA#shorten-link
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/656791700?fbclid=IwAR0HjPMF1nESfe3E7vYmHfuDCxswudxM5CEUnto-vkvCQTIXcrZqlb8XBkA#shorten-link
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14025384/


REQUEST INFORMATION SEE THE SCHEDULE
APPLY NOW 

TAKE THE NEXT STEP!
For more information, watch our TESOL Information Session

below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clGC-fhzPAI&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clGC-fhzPAI&t=2s
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/masters-tesol/#true
https://events.blackthorn.io/1U10PFl7/g/abvJK67Z5e
https://applyweb.collegenet.com/account/new/create?origin=https://www.applyweb.com/cgi-bin/applymenu?instcode=peppgsep
https://applyweb.collegenet.com/account/new/create?origin=https://www.applyweb.com/cgi-bin/applymenu?instcode=peppgsep

