
Dear students, faculty, alumni, and
friends,

Warm greetings from the TESOL program
at Pepperdine University. I am delighted
to welcome you to the 14th issue of our
newsletter.

Lately, I've been thinking a lot about the
world we are living in—the constant
barrage of headlines, the reminders of
how much work there is still to do to
build understanding and compassion
across communities. In times like these, I
am reminded that language must be a
bridge, not a barrier. Bilingualism is
more than a skill; it is an act of
connection, a celebration of identity, and
a way to welcome multiple ways of
thinking, speaking, and being into our
shared spaces. This is why the work we
are doing in TESOL at Pepperdine—along
with the incredible impact of our alumni
across diverse fields and the promise
shown by our 

current candidates—is more vital than
ever: we are preparing educators who
can foster understanding, bridge divides,
and advocate for a more inclusive and
multilingual world.

This commitment to building bridges was
powerfully reflected at the California
Association of Bilingual Education
(CABE) Convention in Long Beach, CA,
where several of our TESOL candidates
presented their work. Their presentations
showcased the heart of our program: a
belief that every voice matters and that
educators have a critical role in shaping
inclusive, multilingual communities. We
also visited local schools and community
colleges, experiences that enrich our
understanding of language learning in
action.

In this issue, you will also find practical
teaching tips, special words from our
alumna, Ziyan Guo, an instructional
designer and e-learning developer. We
hope the stories and insights shared here
inspire you as much as they inspire us to
keep doing the work of building bridges,
one conversation at a time.

Thank you for being part of this journey
with us.

With gratitude,
Kevin Wong, Ph.D.
TESOL Chair
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Life @ Pepperdine

Dr. Wong guided the TESOL students through an insightful
school site visit at Broadway Elementary School

Wrapping up a season of growth and learning — celebrating the
end of spring semester with Dr. Kim.

Cultivating friendships in and out of the classroom. A yummy break is a must for better studying!

Laughter, good company, and delicious food — Dr. Wong, Dr.
Lu, and TESOL alumni take a quick selfie.

A symposium is where ideas are shared, friendships are
renewed, and our community reunites.

Beyond sharing ideas, the CABE Conference brought together
kindred spirits from all walks of life.

Celebrating the hard work and achievements of our TESOL
students at the end of our Fall Symposium.



TESOL Fall Symposium

Aaron Horner

Syntax Swap: Helping Korean EFL learners conquer SVO word
order

Ashley Parker 

Bridging the Plural Divide: Strategies for ESL Teachers to Support
Romance Language Speakers in Mastering English Plural Pronunciation

Aya Shinkawa

Mastering Sound-Alike Words: Strategies for Teaching
Homophones to English Learners

Beyanca Diedrick

Unlocking the Mystery of Auxiliary Verbs: Strategies for
Teaching Spanish-Speaking ESL Students

Chao Wu

Teaching English Pragmatics to Chinese Students

Fan Yang

The Magic of Phonics: Building the Foundation of English
Pronunciation and Spelling for Chinese Learners

Hua Huang

Stress in Style: Fun Ways to Master English Word Stress!

Johnny Ludd

Bridging the Gap: Teaching Mandarin Learners to Decode Literal
and Metaphorical Meanings in English



Mia Michaels

Mastering Pronunciation: Helping Spanish/English Speaker
Avoid Common Errors

Monica Molano

Breaking the Language Code: Mastering English Verb
Conjugation for Spanish Speakers

Xurui Song

Distinguish Differences of Simple Past Tense Usage Between
Chinese and English

Yaru Zhuang

Mastering English Articles: Interactive Strategies for Chinese
ESL/EFL Learners

Yijin Wang 

Bridging Cultures Through Language: Unlocking the Meaning of
Chinese Idiomatic Expressions for English Learners

Yingdan Liu 

Mastering Gender Usage in English: Confidence for Chinese ESL
Students

Yuzhao Sun

Cross-cultural: Adaptation and challenges of Chinese ESL
learners’ English writing conventions

Zalina Zainol

From fes to face: Bridging the Pronunciation Gap Strategies for
Malay-Speaking ESL Learners



Site Visits

Our students had a meaningful opportunity to deepen their learning through guided
classroom observations at All Souls World Language Catholic School and Sierra Madre
Middle School in the Pasadena Unified School District. We are deeply grateful to our
valued partner schools for their continued support and dedication to preparing the next
generation of educators. Your collaboration makes a lasting impact—and we couldn’t do
this work without you!

https://www.allsoulsla.org/
https://smms.pusd.us/
https://smms.pusd.us/


Just seven months ago, many of my students
were beginning their graduate journey, still
learning about where their voices belonged in the
conversation around multilingual education.
Yesterday, I watched them present their research
at the CABE Graduate Student Symposium with
confidence and clarity—engaging in real dialogue,
answering complex questions, and speaking from
both lived experience and developing expertise. It
was a powerful reminder of what it means to
witness growth in real time. As a teacher
educator, there is no greater privilege than
supporting future educators as they step into the
field with purpose, knowledge, and voice.

 - Wong, K. M. (2025). LinkedIn Post



Ziyan is a passionate Instructional Designer and
eLearning Developer. She specializes in creating
engaging, results-driven training programs using
a variety of multimedia tools. Her work spans
the full training lifecycle—from needs
assessment and content development to
implementation and evaluation.

Her transition from teaching to instructional
design was supported by the strong foundation
she built during her MA in TESOL program at
Pepperdine University, where she honed her
skills in curriculum design, learner needs
analysis, and technology integration. 

Alumni Profile

During her time as an Instructional Designer Graduate Assistant with the GSEP
LDT team, she discovered a passion for designing learning experiences beyond
the traditional classroom, which paved the way for her move into the L&D field. 

Currently, Ziyan is leading a technical training project at GHGSat, a cleantech
company, where she develops multimedia training materials and eLearning
courses for Operations Technicians. She is driven by a mission to create
meaningful, learner-centred, and effective learning experiences that help people
grow and thrive.

How has the MA in TESOL supported you in your career trajectory

The MA in TESOL program was truly a turning point for me. The professors were
incredibly supportive—they believed in me, challenged me, and gave me real-
world opportunities to grow. Their encouragement, especially during the
development of my capstone project and my time as an Instructional Designer
Assistant, helped me discover a passion for designing learning beyond the
classroom.

If you're exploring what’s next after TESOL, don’t be afraid to branch out. The
skills you’ve built—like designing with learners in mind, adapting to diverse
needs, and presenting with clarity—are so valuable in many fields. Stay curious,
say yes to new challenges, and trust that your TESOL training has prepared you
for more than you think.

ziyan guo              I TESOL 23'郭紫嫣



11 Strategies for Teaching ELLsTeaching Tips

STRATEGY KEY IDEA

Build Relationships Know your students personally; this
builds trust and motivation.

Be Culturally Aware Respect cultural differences;
adjust interactions when needed.

Teach Language Across Subjects Support language learning in all
subjects, not just ESL classes.

Speak Slowly and Wait Slow speech and longer wait times
help students process and respond.

Focus on Productive Language
Encourage speaking and writing, not
just reading and listening.

Use Varied Teaching Methods
Offer different ways to learn—visual,
oral, written—to match student needs.

Use Visual Aids Show as well as tell; support concepts
with images and written text.

Coordinate with ESL Teachers Work together to reinforce key
vocabulary and learning strategies.

Pre-teach Vocabulary Introduce new words before the main
lesson to boost understanding.

Include Group Work Let students practice language in
small groups for lower pressure.

Respect Silence Allow quiet time; early silence is a
normal part of language learning

For the full article, click Here

https://pce.sandiego.edu/11-essential-strategies-for-teaching-english-language-learners-for-any-teacher/


Community Shoutouts

Celebrating the Pepperdine TESOL community and their inspiring impact in language
education! This spring, we’re shining a spotlight on the outstanding accomplishments of

our members who continue to lead, innovate, and uplift multilingual learning spaces.

Desmitificando la inteligencia artificial: Cómo usar
la inteligencia artificial para apoyar a sus hijos

Presenters: 
Dr. Reyna García-Ramos (Faculty)
Dr. Samaa Haniya (Faculty)
Amelia Layne Norris (Doctoral Student)

Valued but Invisible: Reclaiming Humanity with
Asian Pacific American Language Educators

Keynote Speaker: 
Dr. Kevin Wong (Faculty)

CAAPAE - California Association forAsian Pacific American Education

CABE - California Association for Bilingual Education

AERA - American Educational Research Association

Bilingual Enough to Belong? Dehumanization and
Language Commodification of Linguistically
Diverse Educators in Bilingual Education

Presenters: 
Dr. Kevin Wong (Faculty)
Helen Chan Hill (EdD ‘23)

Principal Agency Fifty Years After the Lau
Decision: Building and Sustaining Bilingual
Education Programs for Asian Languages

Presenters:
Dr. Zhongfeng Tian  
Dr. Kevin Wong (Faculty)

https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/reyna-garcia-ramos/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/samaa-haniya/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/
https://www.caapae.net/contact
https://cabe2025.org/
https://cabe2025.org/
https://www.aera.net/Events-Meetings/AERA-2025-Annual-Meeting
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/reyna-garcia-ramos/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/kevin-wong/
https://gsep.pepperdine.edu/about/our-people/faculty/reyna-garcia-ramos/


Hot Off the Press 

In a recent issue of TESOL Quarterly, Beatriz González-Fernández (University of Sheffield)
published a study titled “How Is Vocabulary Learnt? An Acquisitional Sequence of L2 Word
Knowledge.”

The article looks at how second language (L2) learners build vocabulary knowledge. It
focuses on whether learners develop different parts of word knowledge in a certain order.
The study tested 314 English learners from two language groups—Chinese and Spanish. It
measured eight types of vocabulary knowledge, including form–meaning links, collocations,
multiple meanings, and derivatives. Each was tested through both recognition and recall
tasks.

Key Findings:
Recognition before Recall: Learners understood and recognized words more easily than
they could recall and use them. Recognition knowledge developed first across all types
of word knowledge.
Consistent Order Across Languages: Both Chinese and Spanish learners showed the
same learning pattern. This suggests that the order of learning vocabulary may be the
same for English learners, no matter their first language.
Form–Meaning Comes First: The easiest and earliest skill to develop was the recognition
of form–meaning links. More difficult areas, like recalling derivatives and multiple
meanings, came later.
Vocabulary Grows in Layers: The study found that word knowledge builds step by step.
Learners must understand and recognize words before they can use them on their own.

Teaching Tips:
Focus first on helping students recognize words and their meanings.
Give learners rich input, like reading and listening, that shows words in different
contexts.
Once recognition is solid, move toward recall activities, such as speaking or writing with
the target words.
Use repetition and varied tasks to reinforce learning.
Teach form–meaning links early, then introduce harder tasks like using word families
and multiple meanings.

This research gives teachers a useful framework. It shows a clear path for how to teach
vocabulary in stages. By following the order of how learners tend to build word knowledge,
teachers can better plan lessons and help students learn more effectively.

To learn more about the study, its methods, and detailed results, click here.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/tesq.3342


Job Title Location Full/Part Time Application Deadline Source

AP English and
Composition Instructor

Remote Part-Time Until Filled
Chicago North
Shore Chinese

Center

Part-time Faculty,
Chinese

San Marcos, CA Part-Time Until Filled
Palomar
College

Liberal Arts Adjunct
(Chinese Instructor)

Kapolei, HI Full-Time Until Filled
Hawaii Tokai
International

College

English Language
Learner (ELL) Teacher

Shoreline, WA Full-Time Until Filled King's Schools

Online ESL Tutor Remote Full-Time Until Filled LingoAce

American Language and
Culture Program

Instructor
Seaside, CA Full-Time Until Filled

California State
University,

Monterey Bay

品牌营销活动 Beijing, China Full-Time Until Filled
HUNGRY
STUDIO

国际学校双语老师 Beijing, China Full-Time Until Filled 捷派教育

Primary Teacher- AI
Trainer

Remote Full-Time Until Filled DataAnnotation

Education Coordinator Markham, ON Full-Time Until Filled
The Foray

Group

Current Job Opportunities 

Below is a list of job opportunities curated for our TESOL alumni. This list is representative
of jobs that TESOL graduates can apply for and is not meant to be exhaustive. For ongoing
TESOL updates and job opportunities, please join our Pepperdine TESOL LinkedIn Group.
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https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=Chicago-North-Shore-Chinese-Center&t=English+Teacher&jk=5b7a18404b7fe5a6&q=Community+College+Chinese+Instructor&xpse=SoBY67I3zt38tFTS2Z0LbzkdCdPP&xfps=d15e6c73-02b5-4fe0-96b5-e29a53098ba4&xkcb=SoD-67M3zt0fjsTS8x0KbzkdCdPP&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=Chicago-North-Shore-Chinese-Center&t=English+Teacher&jk=5b7a18404b7fe5a6&q=Community+College+Chinese+Instructor&xpse=SoBY67I3zt38tFTS2Z0LbzkdCdPP&xfps=d15e6c73-02b5-4fe0-96b5-e29a53098ba4&xkcb=SoD-67M3zt0fjsTS8x0KbzkdCdPP&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?cmp=Chicago-North-Shore-Chinese-Center&t=English+Teacher&jk=5b7a18404b7fe5a6&q=Community+College+Chinese+Instructor&xpse=SoBY67I3zt38tFTS2Z0LbzkdCdPP&xfps=d15e6c73-02b5-4fe0-96b5-e29a53098ba4&xkcb=SoD-67M3zt0fjsTS8x0KbzkdCdPP&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=cd9fac8d93ecd9db&tk=1ipdu42du2b8q0fv&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=cd9fac8d93ecd9db&tk=1ipdu42du2b8q0fv&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=5c72d21720c5d1d5&tk=1ipe0521oj1cp81v&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=5c72d21720c5d1d5&tk=1ipe0521oj1cp81v&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=5c72d21720c5d1d5&tk=1ipe0521oj1cp81v&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=91bd14257c348349&tk=1ipe0a534gglf801&from=serp&vjs=3&advn=9069450624263381&adid=443271474&ad=-6NYlbfkN0AUBRD_490DVaFCP_ydLSUWQftuaO9HrRPLxNPhJHVeTWp5gb6LKs701NnrZ9M5ImgFdkw14P0tH90fHV7PvS3BjLuC0sOSllnGnzqXMpdzp7wbmbAMtkU5_pIMnsQPQbOZtKRTJPg251CwkfwzyTjEY9uUa5Dhu3fcQAp2JfcUpTeMa_bl1QmUpUGrQfST56Q_h67Rs93nx8ohqKsFNunyiGZfeZSpH3ozkFLp9Ikz8Cy_OaQ32NTjvgIcHDv8DjxHAEyIs1kILVqJRf5gvFm2gJMgWdUY9d3hEhYo4FNKYCOuShzl6i2NQwqhnycWLkQ-dqyAPevux3cEovUtQid2saUf8gVNFjjZouqgFzqpJMhi_XfhPE0Iht4OkiTND3Q8pnmayyYahpjnsGDeyRvsBrPYuZ0zGqXNnc3fWUIzeHRLguI0OiFwlNdXUH8aiMHfZl5ElNUp43h_AkznFePrXUWBz-c9FsfXOemUBaTq8XcbklVlr46wahOG8tE5kyUXnfXotTfu9dRAX-P7KMH2-Y0u9BU0Pjw=&xkcb=SoD96_M3zuIqEsykHB0LbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoDD6_I3zuIneHS07R0IbzkdCdPP&sjdu=8aKTnhAUxh5ENd4kai56sqSM1f1aHYVaLBGbwzgdtjFTWaqsxIzov5VIPb6ACBB1cY1KaMo8Waf2VZEHhEuvhjQ2b9Il319ZICwwVIqdchs
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=32f573dd979b008f&q=TESOL&tk=1ipe09e27go7r85g&from=web&advn=2282327325540468&adid=444294932&ad=-6NYlbfkN0CjtfpeUKtl-lDXwtQXi4dWNzutAwxh2mryILAYSBVfRql504qILJhUEu3yqC4wscHx2Lx8_UkJvJ-xuS1IdMbS7y_yEyhPm2JFCwa-nk03hp7Vdr__mjsoGCzZEuiCcxk805YQB-rGHn5CJnCJLgHKBeoZI32csR1NoWwxU73OsNFpgcedPI_b6ZMEbIErqSqS9_GUk-UL64Xl0N_mTV0YJ5ay_RFGbN0P0PLhqNr0JJHciBLoAWdZBnTLk6b0ZUyCbVNba2j19VWqpDR34TX_0bCYDbowAZ3_iCW1FSZ4RZCfWhcgxaBQ1g382IbWN3Rtpqr2ovP54rtkBb2ylDTxouloVssVsQ8YnqsL4hX9xkqcBxvbCmIWD2mdMp8EKIspIZqSCsQnIolWZz7nO0mYqDZXHXIDOE43kPWMpN_BLzv-p7QEgDBNdtAT8CX-TCZux5rtk1ujacZsmQHwzVq9aqYGTKveyGIxwavkOaMJ4rwulCW06f1JxIgeWhYvJRcIEZHH9HDXQI-hgq8K5SJXOp-U4L17L7y4y-knaI_Hog%3D%3D&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=ethIe0s0heex0_PE8XAh6g%3D%3D&xkcb=SoDU6_M3zuIqEsykHB0JbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoBQ6_I3zuI64HRQF50IbzkdCdPP&xfps=188b463a-b084-4ef7-8055-aa028f6c78f6&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=a30c1958cc6e3a7e&tk=1ipe09e27go7r85g&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=a30c1958cc6e3a7e&tk=1ipe09e27go7r85g&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=a30c1958cc6e3a7e&tk=1ipe09e27go7r85g&from=serp&vjs=3
https://www.zhipin.com/job_detail/50f014c8ccc20d2503d_29i6FFNV.html?lid=1uSVRCZhHzj.search.3&securityId=BnCwudbp4njGj-816bvdeOilcNHBvgKN-yNGiJ0vGTUxFa7UMVzZgE0_322lDi58gmeQclLOH7S2Hcgki5aGe8uuTbqUITUQ0lPNPKvPNF7Z8MKU83Xkf4hEFAMtAdJGpmOF0W8QLMZfOIurAtyuUQ~~&sessionId=
https://www.zhipin.com/job_detail/50f014c8ccc20d2503d_29i6FFNV.html?lid=1uSVRCZhHzj.search.3&securityId=BnCwudbp4njGj-816bvdeOilcNHBvgKN-yNGiJ0vGTUxFa7UMVzZgE0_322lDi58gmeQclLOH7S2Hcgki5aGe8uuTbqUITUQ0lPNPKvPNF7Z8MKU83Xkf4hEFAMtAdJGpmOF0W8QLMZfOIurAtyuUQ~~&sessionId=
https://www.zhipin.com/job_detail/9e5e07e741ef344e1Xx_3dW_FVdT.html?lid=1uRzNcPzcYZ.search.1&securityId=MKdZIERPRmrak-K1WnfxGHTI-Z46BBEVu60noxwiwlH_hPIpjmhy6ZtxaIuHjhY9fIuV4sXZ6mtFtfp-T7dQi60WJI5X1s36J7j8sBL_8WkIJRmq&sessionId=
https://ca.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=e6d24eb9ec92193a&q=education&tk=1ipe0mhjvi01r864&from=web&advn=7831672186689475&adid=421243106&ad=-6NYlbfkN0CnM4TERr6XuVBW3VTRACvDXDx9S3Pbn6a0SwhkmoLTiNuchFC0m8cW54PfTjR4w8CDNM1ENTSLN-X97JKI2BWepGWY2ECD_UE9Mt6lOfLxClVJf1XqHz5WffoGdep8vOTPZJv79zdxV626wYPWghQBCxSauPkngYs75pyOULgTzaWVGGSoByxLg6iiaqbj2uKKCuP6sjWwHDaalBnuCT1xjGlNcJz91lR21KbuW0m1_qDYXNyhrgkDuyqSedhcBAwXPipuxSNiXd57h0VERmf-CQxpmI66jiSb8epKdFpHD9CjRY_EFWfNdwkmKbyO2VXtq4stv4lQWJiefHZpRPuAzybl2lxvQ0D42jujo4FTP5O1k5Kw5GgR3NQGQH8PaTgLu0TvR8FShFcAjiFcXudDC0C77drQ8PcaMmzTa6iMCkHH31vzuBkPdF850xcaZnAZxWF7Q8WWF6_j19OfZ5YP8OoeFddknky6HVcK18ymv5bb5bOJdAMexfzS7cDabv7ufFzfEgcYY1Exk2ANVKUw-sbgcr05xUZ5YIDPp0AQ5g%3D%3D&pub=4a1b367933fd867b19b072952f68dceb&camk=4HOcmqOLYrADPNgs0mRX6Q%3D%3D&xkcb=SoCF6_M3zuJV5RwycR0KbzkdCdPP&xpse=SoDC6_I3zuJQyCysYp0IbzkdCdPP&xfps=1f240614-f396-4c14-936d-ce855e356e53&vjs=3
https://ca.indeed.com/cmp/The-Foray-Group-1?campaignid=mobvjcmp&from=mobviewjob&tk=1ipe0vvulj1qp800&fromjk=5773af625387a9d0
https://ca.indeed.com/cmp/The-Foray-Group-1?campaignid=mobvjcmp&from=mobviewjob&tk=1ipe0vvulj1qp800&fromjk=5773af625387a9d0
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14025384/


Take the Next Step

For more information, watch our TESOL Information Session below:

Take the Next Step

Reach out to us to learn more about Pepperdine’s MA in  Learning English of Other Languages (TESOL) Program

Get In Touch Attend an Info Session Start Your Application

Fill out the Request
Information form to learn
more and get in contact with
an Enrollment Officer.

Experience an In-depth overview
and meet program leaders.

Submit the application form
early to meet scholarship and
enrollment deadline. It takes
less than 15 minutes.

REQUEST INFORMATION APPLY NOWSEE THE SCHEDULE

mailto:katerina.blanchard@pepperdine.edu
https://applyweb.collegenet.com/account/new/create?origin=https://www.applyweb.com/cgi-bin/applymenu?instcode=peppgsep
https://events.blackthorn.io/en/1U10PFl7/g/abvJK67Z5e?search=&sortBy=date&category=&date=TODAY&keywords=

